Project Guidance

Rehabilitation of structures in the Main
Street District should respect and re-
flect the architectural integrity of the
entire building and retain those ele-
ments that enhance the building.

Facades should be in harmony with the
character of the Main Street District
and in coordination with the shape,
color, and design of adjacent facades.

Use of colors that are compatible with
other buildings and that are true to the
style and age of the structure.

This program is to aid substantial in-
vestment to improve the aesthetic qual-
ities of a building as well as protect it
for the future.

The applicant is encouraged to seek
design assistance offered through the
state Main Street Program. Contact
Shelley DeHart, Downtown Director at
704 901-2065 for more information.

Each application is scored competitively.
atings are based on general review criteria,
erformance and timeliness, and application
nd response materials received as a result

f these guidelines.

Procedure for Receiving Grant

Grant applications may be submitted to the City
of Belmont by the first business day of March,
June, August, or November.

1. A pre-application consultation with the
Downtown Director is recommended prior
to submittal.

2. The applicant submits a complete applica-
tion to the City consisting of:

e Application Form
e Certificate of Appropriateness
ePhotos of existing facade

eDetailed description of proposed facade
improvements
eDesign plan (paint colors/awning swatches)
eTimeline
eltemized project cost estimate
3. An onsite meeting will be scheduled with the

applicant and members of the Main Street
Advisory Committee.

4. The Main Street Advisory Committee will
make a recommendation to the City Council
for funding approval. The City Council
selects the applicants to receive funds and
will determine the amount of funding it will
receive. If approved, the applicant will sign
an agreement with the City.

5. This is a reimbursable grant. The applicant
must submit invoices and request final in-
spection. Grant funds will be released upon
completion of the project as approved.
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Purpose

The Main Street Facade Enhancement
Grant program is available to business
and property owners that are located
within the Main Street District. The pur-
pose of the grant is to provide financial
incentives that will encourage private in-
vestment in the preservation, restoration,
and enhancement of downtown building
facades. This investment will contribute
to and enhance the unique character of
downtown Belmont.

Eligibility

e Any owner or tenant of a commercial
building located within the Main
Street District as identified by the
City of Belmont may apply (see map
on City website).

e  Tenant applicants must submit own-
er’s written permission with applica-
tion.

e A facade is defined as an individual
storefront or commercial building
wall which faces a public right-of-way
or is otherwise visible to the general
public.

e Tor buildings with multiple public-

facing facades (i.e. corner buildings),

each facade is eligible for a grant.

Applications must be filed separately

nd each is treated independently.

Eligible Activities

e Tunds may be used to support the
rehabilitation of buildings or for new
construction.

e Funds must be used for exterior im-
provements that are permanent. For
example, funds may be used for win-
dows, doors, architectural details, etc.,
but not used for signs.

e Projects must spur private investment.

e  Projects must provide direct benefit to
small business retention, expansion, or
recruitment.

e  Projects must retain or create jobs in
association with a small business.

Activity Examples

e DMasonry repair, mortar joint repair,
re-pointing of brick.

e  Repainting and patching of facade
walls.

e  Repait/replacement of windows and/
or doofts

e Removal of siding, exterior false fa-
cades, and canopies

e Cleaning of brick/stone fronts or wall
surfaces

e  Repair, teconstruction, and/or re-
placement of original architectural
details

e Installation of awnings.

e Structural and cornice repair and/or
replacement.

e Railings, ironwork repair or addition

e  Historic reconstruction, rehabilitation
or compatible reconstruction of a
store front.

e  Murals

Resources

Additional information and grant
application can be found on the
City’s website:

www.cityofbelmont.org
(Search—Main Street Initiatives)

Contact

Shelley DeHart, AICP
Downtown Director
704 901-2065
sdehart@cityofbelmont.org



